
1 
 

 

 

 

Voter’s Education: A Framework to Assess Prospective Ahli Undangan Negeri (ADUN)/ and 

Members of Parliament (MP) in Malaysia 
 

By Lynda Lim 

Centre for Public Policy Studies (CPPS) 

Malaysia 

 

1.0 Introduction 

With the spotlight focused on the dissolution of parliament recently, the context of election should also be 

considered along with individual-level’s ability to grapple with the forthcoming political campaigns and 

appeals that are a part of the election cycles. Cues received from political candidates and elites, in one way 

or another, will determine how an individual become informed about particular proposition; and ultimately 

made decisions about their choice of leader and ruling government. Campaigning period is critical where 

political parties through their choices of candidates and alternative public policies proposals, provide citizens 

with options for good governance.  

The extent to which voters are being equipped to understand and identify public policies proposals that may 

be in line or opposing with their own partisan preferences, is what we often call as voters’ education. Voting 

is one of the most visible forms of participation in democracy. UN Women states “to participate 

meaningfully in a voting process, voters’ education play a key role in enabling citizens to understand their 

rights and responsibilities, and adequately informed to cast ballots that are legally valid. It includes providing 

information on who is eligible to vote; where and how to register; what type of elections are being held; 

where, when and how to vote; who the candidates are and how to choose a good political representative”.   

2.0 Context 

Country level election outcomes are determined by factors specific to local areas (e.g. partisan); a candidate-

specific characteristic (e.g. quality and incumbency) as well as contest-specific factors such salient issues in a 

particular campaign (Arzheimer and Evans 2012)1.  Within this background of understanding, discussions 

have increasingly been framed within candidature constituency.  The importance of this undertaking is 

reinforced by the fact that generally, voters are thinking about and choosing between partisan lines, but as 

some studies have shown, there are legitimate reasons for voters to elect along candidature constituency in 

preference to partisan label-ship. If voters are to decide on the basis of candidates rather than parties, it is 

necessary for them to know more in-depth about their candidates other than their party labels (Marsh 

2005)2.    

In Malaysia, a state assembly representative is known as Ahli Undangan Negeri (ADUN). S (he) is an 

individual to represent a district at the state assembly level except for the Federal Territory (FT). A member 

of parliament (MP) is an individual to represent a district in parliament which is also known as the house of 

representative. Depending on the nature of discussions, a candidate who is rooted in the immediate vicinity 

of their voters may be expected to be in a position to carry out constituency service more effectively. 

Perhaps the  most  important is that, a position that a candidate represents from the policy and issue stand 

point   

                                                           
1 Arzheimer, K and Evans, J. 2012, “Geolocation and voting: Candidate-voter distance effects on party choice in the 2010 General Election in England”, 
Political Geography.   
2 Marsh, M. 2005, “Candidates or Parties?: Objects of electoral choice in Ireland”, Department of Political Science, Trinity College, Dublin.  



2 
 

of view, are indicatives as to how voters concerns, voices and needs are to be addressed at the parliament 

and state assembly levels, should a particular ADUN/ and MP comes into power.     

Not only can understanding a candidate’s attributes and personal characteristics be as instrumental as 

analysing the “indicative” future performance of a particular prospective ADUN/ and MP, it will also induce a 

sense of accountability in candidates about their positions in the lives of citizens. Debate is growing over 

where confidence in politicians and the values they stand to claim for has eroded in many parts of the world. 

As voters become more aware of their political environment, taking account of the fact that she/he 

recognises the strengths, opportunities, constraints and risks presents by each contesting candidates,  it 

helps to strengthen the accountability of their prospective ADUN/ and MPS for what they set out to achieve 

and the means employ to achieve them. Critically reflecting on candidates’ short-comings and limitations 

may offer a greater insight into the wider role voters can play in facilitating the institutionalisation of greater 

transparency in local governance.      

3.0 Scope 

Notwithstanding the different dimensions of voter’s education, the scope of this document is limited to 

providing a set of criteria that voters may take into consideration to assess their ADUN and MPs.  This is not 

to suggest that this framework3 will either be a panacea; but it provides both a conceptual and practical 

framework that will facilitate in gauging how responsibly the contesting candidates might act and be 

competent towards the community they claim to represent. In other words, it is intended as a tool for voters 

to assess their prospective ADUN/ and MPs prior to the 13th General election.  

4.0 Assessment Framework  

 A)  Core Competency: If I were to choose a particular ADUN/ MP, what is her/his perspective in the 
following aspects? 

Description Characteristic Yes No 

Respect for Human 
Rights 

Support the implementation of rights that are guaranteed by 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

  

Will not advance the status of her/his own constituents by 
seeking to deprive other citizens of their basic constitutional 
or human rights. For example, advocating discrimination on 
the basis of gender, religion, or race 

  

Positive Measure to 
address corruption 

Take responsibility for their officeholders and other leader 
who abuse their positions for personal gain.  

  

Reject the use of 
political violence  

Will not advocate/ and resort to violence or use hate speech 
as a political tool. 

  

Make a commitment to non-violence in election campaigns/ 
and on polling day; communicate party views in non-
violence ways and opinions will not be blocked from 
receiving proportionate media coverage. 

  

Governing Responsibly Has  obligation responsibilities to fulfil at least some of the 
promises which she/he has campaigned 

  

Gender Equality Make a commitment to implement required steps in 
ensuring that women and men have the same opportunity 
to develop themselves 

  

Make a commitment to reduce violence against women and 
girls 

Elimination of all Forms 
of Discrimination 
against  under-
represented groups 

Make efforts to cultivate participation by under-represented 
groups including the indigenous people in all sectors of 
development 
 

  

                                                           
3
 The genesis of this framework is partly adapted from the “Minimum Standards for the Democratic Functioning of Political Parties”, published by the 

National Democratic Institute (NDI) in 2008.   
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B) Functional Competency: If I were to choose a particular ADUN/ and MP, does she/he pledge to 
address the following aspects? 

Aspect Characteristic Yes No 

Access to good road 
infrastructure 

Take the require steps to advocate for affordable access to 
good road infrastructure 

  

Make the effort to ensure good roads are  adequately 
constructed/ and maintained in  my community area    

Access to clean water 
supply 

Make the effort to minimise water rationing in my area   

Access to affordable 
public transportation 

Take the necessary step to ensure that public transportation is 
reliable 

  

Adjustment of salary Take the required steps to ensure adjustment to salary based 
on the increasing inflation 

  

Food  Take the steps to put the prices of food and goods on stronger 
financial grounds & protect citizens from the burden of the 
rising cost 

  

Nation Building Take the effort to promote trust, respect and tolerance among 
the different races in community. 

  

Access to affordable 
housing scheme 

Take the necessary step to ensure that those whose income  is 
below RM 2,3004 can  purchase their  1st  house 

  

Job employment   Commit to take the required steps to increase access to job 
employment 

  

Environmental  
sustainability 

Commit to contribute to environment advocacy; and effective 
planning that prioritise green spaces. 

  

Healthcare Commit to protect the vulnerable group from the burden of 
rising health cost 

  

Education Commit to ensure adequate funding is spent on increasing the 
access to quality education for all groups of society 

  

Physically and 
mentally challenged 

Commit to strengthen social protection for people who are 
physically and mentally challenged, particularly those who’re 
lacking of family and community support 

  

Religion Commit to enforce laws that respect all faiths and protect 
religious liberty for all races  

  

C) Previous Relevant Experience: What is her/his track record in performing the role as a political 
representative? 

1. How long has she/he served in the capacity as a member of ADUN/ Parliament? 
2. What are her/his strengths that will contribute to the role as a political representative? 
3. To what extent, has he/she been effective in addressing issues that are within her/his area of 

purview? 
4. What is her/his style of leadership? To what extent, do I like her/his way of dealing with issues 

and way in which she/he communicates with others? 
5. To what extent, does she/he uphold the principle of integrity in his/her personal life vis à 
        vis public office?     
6. How has her/his success contributed to the improvement of society in Malaysia? 

 

*Lynda Lim is Senior Policy Analyst at the Centre for Public Policy Studies (CPPS) in Malaysia. She has worked for UNICEF 

Indonesia, UNHCR Pakistan, UNHCR Egypt and UNFPA Timor-Leste. Lynda can be contacted at liml@cpps.org.my 

                                                           
4
 According to the most recent Household Income and Basic Amenities Survey Report published by the Malaysian Department of Statistics in 2009, 

the bottom 40% of households had a total income level of less than RM 2,300 per month.  
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